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of the or ild who is placed 1n x potent1ally harmful situation
or abusi' e situai ion. As I understarid the section that
Senator Goodrich cited from the federal law, I don't think
that that "iould mandate h1s amendmert at all. It says, as
I understand it, that you have to have a law that requires
cooperation between all governmental agencies and I think
that this amendment as amended would do that. I move the
adoption of this amendment to the Marsh amendment.

SPEAKER: Senatox Marsh.

SENATOR NARSH: 1' would willingly accept this amendment. I
think this makes my amendment even a better amendment,.

SPEAiKER: The chair recognizes Senator Goodrich.

SENATOR GOODRICH: What t,he problem we are faced with 1s,
Senator Cavanaugh apparently hasn't read the statute itself.
What the statutes now provide, John, is that the report shall
first go to the police. They shall investigate, if they
feel that there is an emergencv situat1on. If they don' t
feel that it 1s an emergency a' tuation, they shall report
it to the child abuse people. This is the way it 1s being
done right now. Now, what 1= happening and the reason, for
example, my whole effort in this bill is that police report
whatever they get in the way of investigations to the child
abuse people. The child abuse people do not, and they abso
lutely refuse to reciprocate and let the police know what' s
going on. What they do is tI .y Just invest1gate, the social
workers, themselves, 1nvestigate and make...take whatever
action they feel 1s necessary but they won't cooperate with
ti =- police department. Now that's the whole purpose of my
amendment is so that the child abuse people have now got to
rec1procate and resort to the police whatever they find out.
Ny amendment, and if you reJect both of these amendments and
adopt mine, we' ll have, have for the picture, and I will
repeat it again, so that a og is made in the police station.
All calls are entered on the log. Let's say they receive
a hundred calls. If they feel, for example, there is a
crisis situation, they will investigate, probably, half of
those calls. The entire log, 1ncluding a copy of the
report of those that they invest1gate, are then forwarded
to the child abuse people the next day. They can take what
ever action they feel 1s necessary, investigate it, do any
thing they want to. Ny amendr. nt also prov1des that when
.he child abuse people get a call, whatever action they
take shall be reported to the pol1ce department, also, so
the police know what's going on and if we have a case of
sexual assault or a beating, as Senator Cavanaugh refers

now the chile. abuse people don' t...absolutely do not report
to the police what they find. Consequently, the police
records are incomplete. There could be a rape and nobody 1n
the police department even know about it. I, as far as
skulking around in these halls down here, the police depart
ment 1s not skulking around 1n these halls own here. I
have had three conversat1ons with the po'ice department.
I happen to represent Omaha so I ars representing the police
department. They depend on their conversations with me to
carry the message to the Legislature of what they want. I
also would remind the body that the Nebraska State...State
Nebraska..Nebraska State PTA is also another organization
who is wholeheartedly behind my amendment to this bill.

to, then, at least, the police will know about it. R1ght
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